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“The Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas's Observer. 


Covent Garden Cheatre. 

Lasr night at this house after the Comedy of The First of May, a 
new drama, in two acts, called The Robber's Wife, was produced with 
the most complete and deserved success. The following is an outline 
of the plot :—Some years before the commencement of the piece, Mr. 
Briarly (Mr. Faweett,) goes abroad to retrjeve his shattered fortune, 
leaving his only child Rose (Miss E. Tree) under the care of -a guar- 
dian ; just before his departure, Mr, Briarly had prosecufed Mark | 
Redland (Mr. Abbott) for robbing him, and he was sentenced to trans- 
portation ; he, however, escapes, and prevails on Rose to marry him. 
On the opening of the Drama, Mark and his wife, under the name of 
Murdock, keep a Village Inn, within a few miles of their native place, 
bat by staining their complexion, and dying their hair, they remain 
undiscovered. Mark is also one of a gang of coimers and robbers, and 
forces his wife to become an unwilling accomplice ; two travellers. arrive 
at the Inn, in one of whom Rose discoyets her father, though she is 
not recognised by him. Mr. Briarly is accompanied by his lawyer, Mr. 
Penpuddle (Mr. Blanchaid,) who is made the dupe of Sawney, Maciile 
(Mr. Keeley,) one of the gang, by persuading him to purchase. anin- 
got‘of gold,which he dexterously exchanges for one of brass, This trick 
he had previously practised upon Larry O’Gig (Mr. Power.) Rose 
dares not revea) to her husbend who is their guest, but determines to 
watch over the life of her father; therefore, when ordered to leave the 
room, conceals herself, and whilst her hasband, and his accomplice, 
are breaking open her father’s portmanteau, she replaces the loaded 
pistols of the robber, with those of her father from which the charge 
had been drawn, and thus saves his life, as Mark finds in ‘the port- 
manteau papers which discover to him that Mr. Briarly is bis guest, 
and he’ immediately attempts to shoot him. Just then, Larry O’Gig, 
constables, soldiers, &c.: arrive and seize upon the robbers, who are 
borne off to prison, and Rose is restored to the arms of her father.— 
The piece was announced for to-night with great applause. The Wa- 
terman concloded the evening's entertainmen(s.—There wag ja, good 
house at half-price. F 





Drury Lane Cheatre, ~~ 
At this Theatre, last night, after the Tragedy of Zpicharis, a new 
Melo-dramatic Spectacle was produced, entitled The Greek Family. 
In a piece of this kind there is little room for criticism, excepting as 








a 








THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


far as*3 pte is weet , aig i pad 4 0 
of es fap tra LiF Aw Al aT Y a 
form the attraction of the piece. «da this respect, Zhe Greek Family, 
does not differ from a hundredyof its sors; -thege,is some fine 
scenery, a pfetty ballet; ‘and wich: sie’? ihe plot entirely 
hinges on the oppression of.aGreek farmer’s family by Turkish tyrants; 
they are at length sentenced'to pay a ransom beyond their means, or 
be executed ; jast as the latter sentence is about to be carried into ef- 
fect,»Demetrio, a Greek ¢hief, and ,a) lover of ‘the farmer's daughter, 
who has been in captivity, escaped, and’for whose apprehension a 
reward of seven thousand piastres is offered, gives himself up, in or- 
der, with the reward, to liberate hie friends; just.as he is about to suf- 
fer death, his friends, led-by his faithful slave, rush in and overpower 
the Turks, and the curtain falls.amidst the rejoi¢ings of the rescued 
family. The actors had.little room for effectual exertion.—Mr. J. S. 
Grimaldi appeared for the first time at this Theatre as the slave Juda, 
the faithful attendant of .Demetrio, add was well received. The mu- 
sic is generally noisy and possessing little novelty to recommend it.— 
Considerable disapprobation was evinced during the progress of the 
piece, which increased on.Mr. Cooper announcing it for repetition, tho’ 
we believe the ayes had it, We ought not to omit noticing the excel- 
lent dancing of Miss Aogelica.—The house was not very full muti! af- 
ter half-price. 


To the Editor of ‘The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr Epiror, f address you from the Cigar Divan, King-street, Covent 
Garden, having just popt in totake a cup of Coffee, whiff a true Hayannah, 
kill an hour over one or two of the Morning and Evening Papers—skim the 
Magazines, and play a game of Chess—delightful place——Just wish to say'a 
word—beg pardon, hoye I don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—l have to 
mention, that I’ve arranged so.as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionable world, at ooe or other, of the Grand Lounges about town. 

On Monday, must take another peep at the two new views, at the Diorama 
Regent’s Park— was puzzled to decide which wasthe most beautiful, St.Peter’s 
or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely painted—the nictorial illusion com- 

lete—the water flowing, smoke ascending, sun shining@-quite nature itself,— 
ad difficulty to persuade a fair lady next me, that we were really yiewing 
merely pictures. Shall put.off my journey to Italy, as I’m told, sub rosa, we 
shall have other views from that classic soil ; and if as good as St. Petet’s will 








‘gatisfy me; 


On Tuesday, I crop into the: Exhibition of Seutprure, in Old Bond Street, 
to yiew the figures, lifesize, of Pam O'Shanter and Souter Johnny—work of 
a self-taught artist, James Thom—delighted beyond measure—fully «xpected 
to hear Tam’s up*oa ‘ous laugh—the expression so perfect ; pose of figures 
adutirable. Whoever has red Barns, (and who has-not?) must see them.—This 
very ingenious Exhibition,closes in the. course of six weeks. 

On Wednesday, I took a walk to inspect the magnificent exhibition of Mu- 
sical and Mechanical Automata—found them removed to the Argyll Rooms, Re- 
gent Street, where they now'appear, in great splendour. 

Oo Friday, I oa in ‘to examine Miss Linwood's curious Needle- Work, in 
Leicester Square.—but I intrude—beg pardon. 

Your’s, PAUL PRY. 


Printed and Published by B, Phomas, Denmark Court, i'xeter-change, Strand. 
All Comminications:tust/be, post paid.— Printing in General. 

Ge The Observer is delivered daily at the Residences of the Subscribers at 

9s. per Month, 




















Theatre ] 


This Evening; the ‘Opera of 


| MASANTELLO, 


Masaniello, (a Neapolitan Fishermen) “Mr SINCLATR- 
Don Alphonso, (Somwof thewViceroy of-Naples) Mr BoGQQKE, 
Lerenzo, (Ay thonse’s Frieyd) Mr LEE, 





Pietro, Friends Me Masaniello, . Mr BEDFORD, 
Reffino, and Mr' BLAND; 
Moreno, Leaders of the Revolt Mr YARNOLD, 


Selva, Mr C. JONES, Commissioner, Mr FENTON, 
Nobles, Peasants, Pages, Neapolitan Fisherman, Lazzaroni, &c. 
Elvira, (Bride of Alphonso) Miss BETTS, 
Fenella........«(Masaniello’s ‘Sister)......... Mrs W. BARRYMORE, 
Inis;;) Mts FAWCETT. 

Fishermen’s Wives—Miss GRADDON, Miss NEWCOMBE, 
Miss FAUCI', Mrs BEDFORD. 

Neapolitan Peasanta—Mesdames ‘Kendall, Allen, Martin, Mapleson. 
A BOLERO, by Miss AN GELICA. 
Principal Daneers, Miss ANGELICA, Miss RYAL, 

Miss MACDONALD, Miss THOMASIN, aud .Miss CHIKINIT, 
Misses Ballin, Mstlenry, Vallancey, Gear, Webster, Claide. 

Messrs. HOWELL, BARNES, BARTLETT, WIKLAND, BAKER 


Alter which, the Farce of 


THE WATERMAN. 


Robin, Mr HARLEY, | Bundle, Mr W. BENNETT, 
Tom Tug Mr INCLEDON, 
Wilhtlmina, Miss GRADDON, My; Bundle, Mrs C. JONES. 


After which, 2ud_time, a Grand Spectacle, in 2 Acts, cailed 


The Greek Family. 


Music by T. Cooke, the Scenery by Marineri, Andrews, Adams, & Stanfield. 
The Ballet, under the Direction of Mrs W. Barrymore. 


GREEKS. 

Demetrio,.a Chief, Mr COOPER, Kastto, a Farmer, Mr WEBSTER, 
Juba.a Slave, Mr J.S. GRIMALDI, his first appearance here. 
Greek Slayes—Messrs. Wretanbd, Caixint, BARTLETT. 

Kastro Anba, Mrs KNIGHT, Paalitza, Miss FAUCHT. 
Greek Peasants, (ireek Patriots, &c. 

Principal Daucers~Miss Angeliéa, Miss Ryal, Miss Macdonald, &e. 


Sheramet, the Basha, or POUNGE, Ali, Mr BARNES, 
Kara, Mr HOWELL; Osmin, Mr C. JONES, Hassan, Mr SALTER. 
‘Turkish Soldiery, &e. &e. 


To- -morrow, She Stoops to Conquer, X, Y, 4, and Greek Family, 














Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 








This Evening, the Tragedy of 


Romeo and Juliet. 


Preceded by the Overture to Zauberfiote. 


Prince Escalus, Mr HORREBOW, 

Paris, Mr DURUSET, Capulet, Mr EGERTON, 
Romeo, Mr ABBOTT, 
Mercutio.......... ~-..Mr C. KEMBLE, 
Montague, Mr TURNER, _ Benvolio, Mr BAKER, 
Friar Lawrence, Mr WARDE, 

Tybalt, Mr DIDDEAR, Friar John, Mr MEARS, 
Apothecary, Mr MEADOWS, 

Page, Miss Fortescue, Balthazar, Mr Irwin, 
Abram, Mr Heath, Samson, Mr Atken, 
Peter, Mr KEELEY. 


Juliet, (ber 9th appearance) MissFANNY KEMBLE, 
Nurse, Mrs DAVENPORT. 
Lady Capulet ..\..-scc,¢0% | psecapecse Miss LACY, 
In act I. a Masquerade and Dance, 


Incidental te the Piece 
In Act V. The Funeral Procession of Juliet, and a 
Solemn Dirge. 
After which, (2nd time,) in ‘Two Acts a new Drama called 


The Robber’s Wife. 


With the Overture to Le Rovine di Paluzzi. 
The Senery painted by Messrs Grieves, Finley &c. 
Mr Briarly, Mr FAWCETT, 
Mr Penpuddle, Mr BLANCHARD, Larry O’Gig, Mr POWER, 
Mark Redland, alias Murdock, Mr ABBOTT, 


Red Rody.........0008 ..Mr EVANS, Drosset....,...... ...Mr MEARS, 
Sawney Maefile, Mr KEELEY, 
Smelter...... MrCOLLET, Clipp’em,....Mr J. COOPER, 
Mouser.....+. sooo Ir TURNOUR, Pipers. cevcvvier Mr ADAMSON, 


Rose Redland, Miss E. TREE. 


NEW SCENERY. 
Seene 1—The Interior of the Coiners Cave in “Cumberland. 2—The 


Exterior of a Country Ion on the Roadside, the Sign of the Fox 
and Goose. 3—The Interior of the Inn. 4—Mountainous Scenery 
with a distant view of the Ion. 








To-morrow, The First of | May, The Weathercock, and Robber’s Wife 








